
January-March 2016 Update
Dear Praying Friends, 

This past month was a very exciting month in several ways! I had the opportunity to go to Liberia with Pastor 
Sullivant to make preparations for our upcoming move, our original flight home was cancelled and our rescheduled 
flight brought us to Brussels just in time to experience the terrorist attacks on the Brussels airport. We thank the Lord 
for keeping us safe, and prospering our trip to Liberia.

Brussels Incident 
As I mentioned in the opening paragraph, our travel plans for 
coming back to Canada were delayed by the terrorist attacks on 
the Brussels airport. I have included some of the details and 
information below. 

Delayed by a Day: On Sunday, March 20th, we were eating 
lunch and preparing to catch our flight out of Monrovia, Liberia, 
that evening. I happened to check my email that had our flight 
itinerary attached and noticed that it was saying something to do 
with it being cancelled. I searched our flight number online and 
confirmed that it indeed was cancelled. The guest house we had 
been staying in was booked for that night, but thankfully the 
people that were scheduled to be arriving were to have arrived on 
the flight we were supposed to leave on, so we were able to stay 
the extra night at the guest house after all. Later that evening we 
got confirmation that we would be leaving on Monday evening 
instead.  

Brussels Airport: Upon arriving in Brussels early on Tuesday 
morning, March 22nd, we went through a mandatory security 
check before proceeding to the terminal that our connecting flight 
would depart from. After finding the terminal, we got a little bit 
of rest before going to the gate that we were supposed to leave 
from. While we were there, a Brussels Airport employee came 
through the terminal and informed us that there was an 
emergency and we needed to clear to the end of the terminal.  
(Continued on page 2)

Liberia Trip 
In the 4 1/2 days that we were scheduled to be 
in Liberia, we had several things that we were 
hoping to get accomplished in anticipation of 
moving to Liberia in the next couple of months.  

Housing: Our number one priority for the trip 
was to secure appropriate housing for our 
family to live in upon our arrival in Liberia. We 
quickly realized that housing costs in Monrovia 
are very inflated due to the fact that the United 
Nations are renting many properties for their 
soldiers in Liberia. We ended up making 
arrangements to live in the home of Pastor & 
Mrs. Guanue G’Bendah while they are back in 
the United States raising more support. That 
will give us time to either look for another 
suitable place to move to, or begin building a 
more permanent home for ourselves. 

Shipping: We are preparing to make our first 
container shipment to Liberia under the NGO 
(non-government organization) status that 
CanAmera has in Liberia. With this being our 
first shipment, there were quite a few 
unknowns regarding how to proceed with the 
shipment. (Continued on page 2)
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Liberia Trip Cont’d - We were able to meet 
with a senior official from the company that 
handles all of the Pre-Shipment Inspections 
(PSI) for the importation and exportation in 
Liberia. He was able to clarify the process we 
needed t o go t h rough , a s we l l a s 
recommended we apply for a tax exemption 
status that would enable our shipment to be 
processed largely duty free. We began that 
process with the Liberia Revenue Authority 
while we were there as well. 

Household Goods: Since our initial visits to 
Liberia were for ministry purposes primarily, 
we didn’t really get a chance to spend a lot of 
time doing the types of things that would 
normally be done on a survey trip. We were 
very surprised and pleased to see that quite a 
lot of the household goods that we are 
accustomed to in Canada are now also 
available at fairly reasonable prices in 
Liberia. This should also make our transition 
a little bit easier as well. 

Openness to the Gospel: One of the 
concerns I have with a country becoming 
more wealthy, is the spiritual apathy that 
usually accompanies the increased wealth. 
While we were in Liberia, we had a couple of 
occasions where, as Pastor Sullivant paid for 
our meal, he gave the server a tip and a 
Gospel tract along with it. Other staff nearby 
saw it, and asked if they might also be able to 
have a tract! Praise the Lord for a continued 
openness to the Gospel in Liberia.

Brussels Incident Cont’d - We found out from news sources that a 
terrorist attack had occurred at the airport entrance area. That was 
followed by evacuation to the airport tarmac where we stood 
outside in 4°C (39°F) weather for approximately 3 hours. From 
there, we were told to follow the crowd as they walked to a nearby 
sports centre that had been set up as a crisis centre. It was there that 
we were able to warm up, contact family, and get some food and 
water. 

Belgian Hospitality: While in the crisis centre, Belgians from the 
neighbourhood began pouring in to bring and serve food, as well as 
open their homes to those who had been displaced. We ended up 
just down the street with a gracious family that fed us and gave us 
a place to sleep for night. What a blessing in a time of need! 

Getting Home: On Wednesday morning, we went back to the 
crisis centre to find out what was happening with getting back 
home. Brussels Airlines employees were there and made contact 
with Air Canada on our behalf. Air Canada sent a taxi to pick us up 
within an hour and brought us to a central meeting place where we 
were picked up by a bus headed to Paris, France. In Paris, we were 
put on a plane headed for Montreal, Quebec. It felt good to be back 
on Canadian soil after all that turmoil and excitement. 

Testimony Opportunities: On the flight from Montreal back to 
Winnipeg, I was seated beside a young lady that was studying in 
Montreal but headed back home for Spring Break. I was able to go 
through the Gospel with her, and answer several questions she had 
about God and the Bible. Though she didn’t accept Christ, I was 
able to leave a tract with her, our contact information, as well as 
contact information for independent Baptist churches in both 
Montreal and Winnipeg. Also, while I was talking to her, a line-up 
formed beside us for the bathroom located just behind us, so 
several people overheard parts of my conversation  
with her as well! (Continued on page 3)
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Brussels Incident Cont’d - Upon arrival in Winnipeg, we 
were surprised by being welcomed home by a large 
contingent of family and church family. We were also met by 
a reporter from CTV News, and interviewed for the 6 o’clock 
news broadcast that night. We were able to share our 
experiences, as well as the peace of God that was evident in 
our lives during the Brussels bombing ordeal. Early the next 
week, we were interviewed by a local newspaper as well, and 
they published a very clear and accurate article of our 
recounted experience. In total, four different news articles 
were published that in some way, gave glory to the Lord for 
our safety and the peace that only He can bring! 

Thank You 
As a family, we want to thank each one of you for upholding 
our family in your prayers on an ongoing basis! Though we 
may not always be aware of it, we need prayer every single 
day, whether we are in a “crisis” situation or not. What a 
blessing it is to know that so many are “holding the ropes” for 
us by way of your prayers. Thank you once again!  

Your ambassadors for Christ to Liberia, 

The Reimer Family 
Benjamin & Jackie, Amelia and Caitlyn 

Coming Up… 
Our time in Liberia helped us get a better idea of 
what we all need to get in order before we make 
the BIG move. While it is tempting to rush to get 
to the field as soon as possible, it is also very 
important that we make sure that we are adequately 
prepared for the major life transitions that are 
coming up. We should have a better idea of an 
exact departure date in the coming weeks. 

Praises 
-Praise the Lord for His protection over our trip  

-Praise the Lord for opportunities to be a witness 

-Praise the Lord for each one who prayed for        
Pastor Sullivant and me, as well as our families - 
before, during and after our trip! 

-Praise the Lord that we were able to take care of 
all of the business that we had planned to 
accomplish during our brief stay in Liberia 

Prayer 
-Pray for more labourers for Liberia 

-Pray for wisdom in the coming months as we 
make the final preparations to move to Liberia  

-Pray for spiritual strength for our family 


